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> WANT MORE INFO?  
 
State Parliamentary Offices of the Tasmanian Greens 
Level 1, 162 Macquarie Street, Hobart, 7000 
Postal Address: Parliament House, Hobart, 7000 
Phone: (03) 6233 8300 
Fax: (03) 6223 1406 
E-mail: greens@parliament.tas.gov.au 
Web: mps.tas.greens.org.au  

mailto:greens@parliament.tas.gov.au
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The threat of super trawlers operating in Australian waters 
remains very real. 
 
The current federal ban on such vessels operating in Australian 
waters is in place until November this year, with no guarantee 
after that date as neither the federal Labor nor Liberal parties 
have committed to imposing a permanent ban. 
 
 
> THE ISSUE 
• In late May 2012, news broke that Seafish Tasmania intended 

to bring a 142 metre trawling and processing ship FV Margiris 
to Devonport.   

 
• Seafish Tasmania owns Statutory Fishing Rights (SFR) to 17 

600 tonnes (from the Eastern and Western sub-areas) for 
small pelagic fishery (SPF)  including Redbait, Jack Mackerel, 
Blue Mackerel). The small pelagic fishery is based on high 
volume low value species with the gross value of production 
(2003/04) estimated at $1.7 million.  
 

• The super trawler was reportedly targeting Jack Mackerel and 
Redbait.  These fisheries are regulated by the Small Pelagic 
Fishery Harvest Strategy.  
 

• The immediate and enormous public response rejecting the 
super trawler indicated that Tasmanians did not want the 
super trawler to operate.  3738 people in Tasmania signed the 
petition to stop the super trawler and 95, 455 people across 
Australia signed a petition to stop it. 

Concerns include: 

 Localised depletion - Although this is a large expanse of 
water, one of the concerns (being pursued by Tarfish) is 
that there will be no requirement in the fishery 
management plan that the trawler has to spread out its 
fishing activities equally across entire Commonwealth 
waters.  Instead, they could sit in the one spot and fish it 
out causing what is known as localised depletion.  

 By-catch of dolphins, seals and other non-target species – 
bycatch is common, despite the promises of  new 
technology  

 No science to justify the rise in Total Allowable Catch (TAC) 
- although the species in SPF are generally determined not 
to be overfished, there are concerns  that this could be 
because of the historically low catches (which is included in 
assessment) not because the fishery is known to be 
abundant.  The daily egg data is more than five years old 
for Jack Mackerel/Redbait and Blue Mackerel.  

 Impact on local fisheries – there are serious concerns 
about the impacts on local fisheries, and the local 
economies and businesses reliant on our healthy fisheries.  
For example, recreational fishing organizations, fishing 
supply businesses, tourism operators etc 
 

> OUR PLAN 
• The Greens, at the state and federal level, are committed to 

imposing a permanent ban on super trawlers operating in 
Australian waters. 
 

• At the state level the Tasmanian Greens will also move to 
prohibit:  
 super trawlers from utilizing any coastal or Tasmanian 

ports infrastructure to restock supplies, conduct 
routine maintenance on equipment or the vessel, or 
refuel; and 
 

 local operators from being employed by super trawler 
owners and/or operators to assist such an entity in 
aerial or water-based fish school-spotting, or the 
supply of food, equipment, fuel or other provisions. 
 

• The provisions of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea 
applicable to vessels in distress and/or humanitarian aid been 
necessary will still apply. 
 
 

Super-Trawler Free Seas 
Protecting our local fisheries permanently 
    

The Tasmanian Greens will move to prohibit any 
super trawler utilising local port infrastructure to 
refuel or restock supplies. 

http://www.comlaw.gov.au/Series/F2010L00081
http://www.comlaw.gov.au/Series/F2010L00081
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> Tasmania’s Blue Economy 
 The Australian Government defines the blue economy as 

one in which our ocean ecosystems bring economic and 
social benefits that are efficient, equitable and 
sustainable.1 

 
 The blue economy is vital in Australia as our oceans 

directly support jobs in commercial and 
recreational/charter fishing and indirectly support 
thousands of business and communities along our 
coastline. 

 
 In Tasmania, marine industries employed 10 000 persons 

in 2002-03, which is four percent of national marine 
industry employment.  Marine tourism was the largest 
employer in tourism in Tasmania in 2002-03, accounting 
for 55.6 per cent of total marine industry employment.2   
 

 The Tasmanian seafood industry is the most valuable 
seafood industry in Australia with a combined beach/farm 
gate value in 2009-10 of $563.8 million. The total volume 
of production for the period was 41,837 tonnes.3  
 

 Exact employment figures for the seafood industry are 
difficult to obtain, however it is estimated that at least 
2,500 people are directly employed in the Tasmanian 
seafood industry.4 

> References 

 SUPER TRAWLER: NETTING MORE THAN THEIR FAIR SHARE: 
Trawler Impact Business Survey Report; Office of the Tasmanian 
Greens MPs; February 2013.  
 

 Tasmania’s Coastline and Coastal Waters, updated by R. Mount, 
Resource planning and Development Commission, May 2001:  
http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/Attachments/CART-
8Y3275/$FILE/Tasmania's_Coastline_and_Coastal_Waters.pdf 
 

 The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea: 
http://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/conventi
on_historical_perspective.htm 

 

                                                           
 1 Australian Government (2012) Rio+20 and the blue economy factsheet 

http://www.environment.gov.au/rio/pubs/rio-factsheet-4.pdf 
 2The Economic Contribution of Australia’s Marine Industries, The Allen Consulting Group 

http://www.environment.gov.au/coasts/mbp/publications/general/pubs/marine-
economic.pdf 

 3 TSIC data from Australian Fisheries Statistics 2010 – ABARES 2011 
http://www.tsic.org.au/files/Industry_Profile/Industry_Profile_Overview.pdf 

 4 TSIC data from Australian Fisheries Statistics 2010 – ABARES 2011 
http://www.tsic.org.au/files/Industry_Profile/Industry_Profile_Overview.pdf 

 

 

> Tasmania’s Coastal Waters 
The State of Tasmania has jurisdiction over State Coastal 
Waters. 

An estimate of Tasmania’s marine waters puts the total area 
of the State Coastal waters at approximately 23, 500 square 
kilometres. 

Tasmania (like all other states) can legislate on areas of 
territorial sea, State Coastal Waters, adjacent to the State, 
which extend 3 nautical miles (roughly 5.5 kms) out to sea. 

 Coastal Waters (State Powers) Act (Federal) 

 Coastal Waters (State Title) Act (Federal) 

 Living Marine Resources Management Act 1995 
(Tasmanian) 

http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/Attachments/CART-8Y3275/$FILE/Tasmania's_Coastline_and_Coastal_Waters.pdf
http://www.dpiw.tas.gov.au/inter.nsf/Attachments/CART-8Y3275/$FILE/Tasmania's_Coastline_and_Coastal_Waters.pdf
http://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/convention_historical_perspective.htm
http://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/convention_historical_perspective.htm
http://www.environment.gov.au/rio/pubs/rio-factsheet-4.pdf
http://www.environment.gov.au/coasts/mbp/publications/general/pubs/marine-economic.pdf
http://www.environment.gov.au/coasts/mbp/publications/general/pubs/marine-economic.pdf
http://www.tsic.org.au/files/Industry_Profile/Industry_Profile_Overview.pdf
http://www.tsic.org.au/files/Industry_Profile/Industry_Profile_Overview.pdf
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