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A GREEN VISION FOR TASMANIA 

It gives me great pleasure to present the Tasmanian Greens’ fully costed Alternative Budget 

2017-18. 

A State Budget is a statement of values far beyond the monetary.   

How public funds are allocated and what they support, cut or neglect, as the case  may be, 

tells us everything we need to know about the political and philosophical values of the 

government of the day. 

The values that underpin the Greens' fully costed Alternative Budget are consistent with the 

values at the heart of every Alternative Budget the Greens present to the Tasmanian people.   

We hold true to Tasmania and its people in this, and every Greens' Alternative Budget. 

Our Alternative Budget is a triple bottom line plan that recognises a healthy, resilient 

environment nurtures healthy communities, and a resilient, prosperous economy. 

The Greens' Alternative Budget again has the overlay of action on climate.  We recognise 

not only is it a social and environmental imperative to deal with the reality of a rapidly 

changing climate, it is also an economic opportunity that we must seize as a State. 

The wellbeing of young Tasmanians is also at the heart of our Alternative Budget, with 

investments in child safety, resilient and confident 

young people, justice for victims of abuse and a 

significant investment in skills and training. 

We demonstrate that it is possible to look after 

people, protect the environment, foster resilience and 

self-sufficiency, and deliver economic prosperity. 

The Tasmanian Greens have delivered an Alternative 

Budget for the 21st century. 

 
 
 
 

Cassy O’Connor MP  
Greens Leader   
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1. Framing the Future Page 4 

 
$164.12 million into a long term strategy to shape a resilient and prosperous future 
for Tasmania. 

 
2. Action on Climate Change Page 6 

 
$32.03 million into a climate adaptation package that ensures Tasmania is prepared 
for climate disruption now, and into the future. 
 

3. Jobs for Young Tasmanians Page 8 

 
$71.72 million into a strategy that ensures all levels of Tasmania’s education system are teaching 
skills relevant to current and future jobs’ growth sectors.  

 
4. Prioritising Health   Page 11 

 
$220.08 million in health services, ensuring suitable acute and preventative health 
resourcing levels and putting Health at the heart of government. 

 
5.  Secure and Affordable Housing  Page 15 
 
$183.04 million to address the lack of affordable housing and the availability of 
rental properties. 

 
6. A Fair Tasmania Page 16 

 
$147.01 million plan to improve social justice, and ensure all Tasmanians have fair 
and equal opportunities. 

 
7. Reinvesting in Regions Page 18 

 
$114.14 million into a regional reinvestment package which ensures Tasmanian 
communities can draw on Government funding to shape their own future. 
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8. Driving Sustainable Transport Page 20 

 
$46.5 million for a sustainable transport package which delivers projects that 
improve Tasmanian productivity, quality of life and our carbon footprint. 

 
9. Cost of Living Relief Page 22 

 
$25.36 million into food security and innovation, ensuring all Tasmanians have 
access to fresh produce, encouraging innovation, and minimising waste. 
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$80.11 million towards our renewable energy strategy, to secure a 100% renewable 
energy supply for Tasmania. 

 
11. Protecting the Environment Page 26 

 
$66.14 million to ensure environmental responsibility. 

 
12. A Just Tasmania Page 29 

 
$65.45 million into a fair and effective justice system which focuses on evidence 
based policies that are cost effective and make communities safer. 

 
13. Restoring Accountability Page 31 

 
$24.76 million into accountability and probity ensuring that Governments can be 
held to account by Tasmanians. 

 
14. Revenue and Savings Page 33 

 
Our policies will be funded through $1,003.34 million of savings and additional 
revenue 
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Chapter 1  

FRAMING THE FUTURE.  
 
Governments too often focus on short term electoral gain, which ill-equips the 

State for future challenges. 

We will invest $164.12 million over four years into a long term strategy to build a 

resilient and prosperous future for Tasmania. 

Framing the Future 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 Total 

Green Infrastructure Fund 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 20.00 

Population Planning 0.13 0.13 0.14 0.14 0.54 

Planning Scheme Reform 1.00 0.50 0.50  2.00 

Fibre Optic Cable  20.00   20.00 

Tourism Master Plan 1.25    1.25 

Dedicated Employment Policy Unit 1.10 1.12 1.15 1.17 4.54 

Crown Lands Act Review and Implementation 0.50    0.50 

Child and Family Centre Construction 13.20 9.90 6.60 6.60 36.30 

Child and Family Centre Staffing  2.80 4.90 6.30 14.00 

Jobs for all Abilities  0.60 0.61 0.63 0.65 2.49 

Jobs for New Tasmanians  0.60 0.62 0.63 0.65 2.50 

Launceston Stormwater and Sewerage Fund  20.00 20.00 20.00 60.00 

Total 23.38 60.68 39.55 40.51 164.12 

 

Green Infrastructure Fund 

A 21st Century Green Infrastructure Fund for projects to improve the energy and resource 

efficiency of public infrastructure projects, better preparing Tasmania for future challenges.  

Population Planning 

A population policy officer in the Department of Premier and Cabinet to develop a Population 

Settlement Strategy, which focusses on containing growth within defined boundaries, and 

preventing the negative impacts of urban sprawl and resource depletion. 

A Sustainable Planning Scheme 

Development of a State Planning Scheme and State Policies that put the community first 

and ensures sustainable development, and a comprehensive, transparent review with 

community consultation and local government engagement. 
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Fibre Optic Cable 

Plans to establish the sub-partners fibre optic cable connecting Perth to Sydney, running 

directly past Tasmania, provide an opportunity to link in the State. This would reduce internet 

prices by increasing competition, and serve as a back up to the existing cable.  

Tourism Master Plan 

Development of a Sustainable Tourism Master Plan to ensure the State’s economy 

continues to benefit from increased visitation, without the negative impacts of inappropriate 

exploitation of Tasmania’s world class reserves and the Wilderness World Heritage Area. 

Dedicated Employment Policy Unit 

A dedicated unit in the Department of Premier and Cabinet to advise on and develop 

strategic, long term and effective skills, training and employment policy to generate jobs 

growth. 

Crown Lands Act Review 

A review of the Crown Lands Act to ensure that public lands and the public interest are 

upheld and to reduce Ministerial powers and political influence in the administration of 

crown land. 

New Child and Family Centres 

11 new Child and Family Centres across Tasmania, as laid out in the Greens’ Supporting 

Children and Families policy initiative, an alternative to the lower school starting age. 

Staff for New Child and Family Centres 

Staff for the 11 new Child and Family Centres across Tasmania, as laid out in the Greens’ 

Supporting Children and Families policy initiative, an alternative to the lower school starting 

age. 

Jobs for New Tasmanians 

Development of an engagement strategy in partnership with potential employers, as well as 

targeted incentives to create more employment opportunities for new Tasmanians. 

Jobs for all Abilities  

Funding for the Disability Employment Council for policy initiatives with targeted incentives 

that provide increased employment opportunities for people living with a disability. 

Launceston Stormwater and Sewerage Fund 

Allocation for the costs associated with the TasWater takeover to a fund to service the 

Launceston Stormwater and Sewerage upgrades. 
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Chapter 2  

ACTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE 
 

The Greens are the only political party that understands the importance of 

tackling climate change. Every dollar spent now saves incalculable future costs.  

We will invest $32.03 million over four years into a climate adaptation package. 

Action on Climate Change 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 Total 

Fire Management in Reserved Land  1.53 1.55 1.32 1.34 5.74 

Trialling a Very Large Air Tanker  2.45 2.45   4.90 

Forest Restoration Fund  5.00 5.00   10.00 

Marine Climate Study  0.25    0.25 

Coastal Adaptation Pathways 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 4.00 

Climate Office Funding 1.77 0.57 0.49 0.49 3.32 

Tasmanian Climate Action Council 0.15 0.15 0.15 0.15 0.60 

Re-establish Coastal Policy Unit 0.50 0.50 0.50 0.50 2.00 

A New Coastal Policy Framework 0.10 0.10 0.10 0.10 0.40 

Innovation Leaders Network  0.20 0.20 0.21 0.21 0.82 

Total 12.95 11.52 3.77 3.79 32.03 

 

 

Fire Management in Reserved Land 

Additional remote firefighting and fire management within the Parks and Wildlife Service to 

ensure strategic fuel reduction burning in reserves, and capacity for rapid, remote firefighting 

response to extreme bushfire events that threaten lives, communities and natural assets.  

Transfer of CSO Funding to DPIPWE 

Forestry Tasmania’s firefighting and community service obligations will be transferred to 

DPIPWE as part of their windup. 

Trialling a Very Large Air Tanker for Tasmania 

A two year VLAT contract trial, and lobbying the National Aerial Firefighting Council to 

provide earlier access to VLATs for Tasmania during bushfire seasons, to significantly 

improve our capacity to extinguish fires in the TWHHA before they reach unmanageable 

levels.  
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Forest Restoration Fund  

Establishment of a dedicated landscape restoration fund for Tasmania’s degraded forest 

lands and former plantations augmented by an expanded conservation land management 

skills capacity to deliver significant carbon storage, ecosystem services, social and 

economic benefits to Tasmania. An example is the restoration of Skyline Tier near St Helens, 

a former pine plantation.  

Marine Climate Study 

Funding to conduct marine research to understand how to best respond to a changing 

climate and marine environment, including the impacts on marine ecosystems, and the 

distribution of species within them and the sustainability of existing fisheries and an impact 

assessment of the expansion of fin-fish farming.  

Coastal Adaptation Fund 

Establishment of a fund for local government to undertake coastal resilience work to tackle 

rising sea levels, coastal inundation and extreme storm events, which builds on the Coastal 

Adaptation Pathways project and strengthens the State Coastal Policy. 

Climate Change Office  

Restoration of funding to the Tasmanian Climate Office, with more funds allocated in the 

first year to implement a digital information and resource platform. 

Tasmanian Climate Action Council   

Restoration of funding to the Tasmanian Climate Action Council, cut under the Hodgman 

Government. 

Re-establish Coastal Policy Unit 

Re-establish the dedicated Coastal Policy Unit in the Department of Primary Industries Parks, 

Water and the Environment to develop contemporary coastal management approaches and 

ensure coastal protection is a priority of government. 

A New Coastal Policy Framework 

Fund development of a new Coastal Policy Framework to replace the State Coastal Policy 

1996 and ensure resource management and planning decisions that impact on Tasmania's 

coastline are framed through the lens of coastal protection and climate resilience. 

Innovation Leaders Network   

Investment in an Innovation Leaders Network to promote online forums and community 

meetings in order to facilitate the sharing of innovation strategies, which also rewards 

environmental stewardship and offers opportunities to share knowledge on climate 

mitigation strategies. 
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Chapter 3  

JOBS FOR YOUNG TASMANIANS 
 

Young Tasmanians are finding it increasingly difficult to secure long term 

employment and build career pathways.  An evidence-based, strategic approach 

is required to get more young Tasmanians into work. 

We will invest $71.72 million over four years into a strategy that ensures all 

levels of Tasmania's education system are teaching skills relevant to current and 

future jobs' growth sectors. 

Jobs for Young Tasmanians 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 Total 

College Course Review 0.14    0.14 

Social Care School Engagement Strategy 0.14    0.14 

IT in all Schools 3.45 3.52 3.59 3.66 14.22 

Computer-based Classroom Pilot 1.80 1.80 1.80 1.80 7.20 

Digital College Course Pilot 2.72 0.72 0.72 0.72 4.88 

Youth Employment Officers 0.95 0.97 0.99 1.01 3.92 

Vocational Education Transition Taskforce 0.35 0.36 0.36 0.36 1.43 

Reinstating Pathway Planners  2.00 2.02 2.04 2.06 8.12 

TasTafe Work Placement Development 2.12 2.15 2.18 2.22 8.67 

High School Work Placement Development 2.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 5.00 

Regional TasTafe Distance Education Rollout 3.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 6.00 

Industry Engagement Strategy 3.00 3.00 3.00 3.00 12.00 

Total 21.67 16.54 16.68 16.83 71.72 

 

College Course Review 

A review of college courses, to recommend appropriate pre-tertiary level courses for high 

demand, growth industries. The courses will be funded by removal of courses that lack 

contemporary relevance and have very low enrolment levels. 

Social Care Engagement Strategies  

Development of a social care engagement strategy to foster an interest in pursuing a career 

in aged care, disability care, child care, or child safety services from an early age, through the 

Department of Education. 

IT in all schools 

30 new IT specialist teachers in schools, allocated to those with the greatest need, as part of 

our commitment to improve the quality of ICT training in early education. 
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Computer Based Classroom Pilot 

A pilot program to deliver 20 digital learning classrooms over four years, to transition to an 

education model that takes into account day to day work, and the type of software they are 

likely to use. Computer based classrooms have been successful in achieving greater student 

engagement across the world.  

Digital College Course Pilot 

A pilot program for digital seminar college courses to be delivered to year 11/12, in support 

of the rollout of year 11/12 in regional high schools, and ensuring equitable access to 

courses.  

Youth Employment Officers  

Youth Employment Officers in each government department responsible for developing work 

experience opportunities, shifting towards graduate positions and cadetships, liaising with 

education providers to advise on desirable graduate skills, and facilitating a shift towards a 

younger workforce.  

Two industry liaisons in the Department of Education will also be employed to help 

businesses take on graduates and work experience placements, and encourage partnerships 

with training institutions to develop courses and provide work placements. 

Vocational Education Transition Taskforce 

A Vocational Education Transition Taskforce will be established to oversee TasTAFE 

reforms.  The Taskforce will also review course offerings, make recommendations for 

improving courses, and establish performance measures for individual courses. 

Reinstating Pathway Planners  

Reinstate pathway planners in schools, who provide meaningful preparation for high school 

leavers, for students to go on to university or to other opportunities. 

TasTAFE Work Placement Development 

Transition all appropriate TAFE courses to offer job placements for each student for at least 

30%-50% of their course hours.  

A pilot program for direct entry into work-based vocational training programs based on a 

modified Switzerland model as an alternative to year 11/12, will also be included. 

High School Work Placement Development  

A review of current high school work placement programs to improve the quality of the 

programs. Funding for implementing the recommendations is also included. 
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Regional TasTAFE Distance Education Rollout 

The introduction of distance education programs for regional communities, as part of 

TasTAFE workplace development. Courses would be developed to allow for work 

placements and study modules to be completed online, and where appropriate would utilise 

high schools and other community infrastructure for digital delivery of courses. 

Industry Engagement Strategy  

An industry engagement strategy that would work closely with employers, inform business 

of various work placement and training opportunities, and develop collaborative 

partnerships to facilitate training. It follows the lead of countries that have successfully 

avoided youth unemployment crises with strong industry and education partnerships that 

recognise the value of investing in training the next generation. 
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Chapter 4  

PRIORITISING HEALTH  
 

In recognition of the systemic problems with Tasmania’s health system, the Greens’ largest 

investment will be in health. 

We will invest an additional $220.08 Million over four years to bring health services up to 

appropriate resourcing levels, and ensure Health is a core government focus. 

Prioritising Health 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 Total 

Emergency Department Relief  7.50    7.50 

200 Extra Staffed Hospital Beds  14.61 29.22 48.70 92.53 

Palliative Care Unit in the North 3.00 2.23 2.27 2.32 9.82 

Palliative Care Tasmania  0.75 0.75 0.75 0.75 3.00 

Hospice at Home 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 8.00 

Regional Allied Health Professionals 5.15 5.16 5.17 5.18 20.66 

Three New Ambulance Dispatch Centres  2.50 2.50 2.50 7.50 

102 New Paramedics 3.06 6.12 9.18 12.24 30.60 

Population Health 1.85 1.88 1.91 1.93 7.57 

Health in All Policies  1.32 1.33 1.34 1.34 5.33 

Healthy Spaces and Places  0.10 0.10   0.20 

Statewide Cardiac Services  0.01 0.01 0.02 0.02 0.06 

Food and Nutrition Coalition  0.20 0.20 0.20 0.20 0.80 

Rethinking Mental Health  1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 4.00 

TasCAHRD  0.31 0.31 0.32 0.32 1.26 

Ride2School  0.10 0.15 0.20 0.26 0.71 

Active Launceston  0.05 0.05 0.05 0.06 0.21 

Glenorchy on the Go  0.05 0.05 0.05 0.06 0.21 

Needle and Syringe Program 0.70 0.71 0.73 0.75 2.89 

A Safe Festival Experience  0.37 0.12 0.13 0.13 0.75 

Comprehensive Tobacco Control  0.90 0.80 0.80 0.80 3.30 

Sugar Strategy  0.75 0.78 0.81 0.84 3.18 

Community Sector Skills Fund 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 4.00 

Creating Resilient Young Tasmanians 0.40 0.40 0.40 0.40 1.60 

LGBTI Suicide Prevention Program 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 4.00 

Community Wellbeing Grants  0.10 0.10 0.10 0.10 0.40 

Total 31.67 43.36 61.15 83.90 220.08 
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Emergency Department Relief  

Funding for 2017/18 to help the Royal Hobart Hospital cope with current pressures. 

Administration of these funds will involve consultation with our hospital staff throughout. 

200 New Hospital Beds 

200 new hospital beds, that health experts confirm these are required for the substantial and 

immediate issues in our hospitals to be addressed, and safety for patients. The beds and 

staff will be phased in over 3 years as space becomes available. 

Palliative Care Units in Northern Tasmania 

A stand-alone palliative care facility in Northern Tasmania, which has an ageing population 

and an over-stretched public hospital. 

Palliative Care Tasmania  

Recurrent funding for Palliative Care Tasmania to continue their education work. 

Hospice at Home 

Recurrent funding for District Nurses to deliver Hospice at Home services, across Tasmania. 

Regional Allied Health Professionals 

Funding for 50 Allied Health Professionals in regional centres around the State. 

Three New Ambulance Dispatch Centres 

Three new ambulance dispatch centres, located in Longford, Swansea and Dodges Ferry,as 

recommended by the Australian Paramedic Association.  

102 New Paramedics 

102 Paramedics in various locations around the State, as was recommended by the 2010 

OHR report, and requested by the Australian Paramedic Association. 

Population Health  

Restoration of the Population Health Unit within the Department of Health and Human 

Services, and provision of additional funding to enable them to broaden their scope. 

Health in All Policies  

Adoption of the Health in All Policies (HiAP) Framework, which involves establishing and 

running an independent Inter-sectoral Board as well as a Population and Social Health 

Information and Research Centre. These would coordinate action on priority areas.  

Healthy Spaces and Places 

Development of a State Healthy Spaces and Places Policy, in consultation with Councils and 

other stakeholders. The Policy will capture the role of the built environment in improving 

health and wellbeing, including reducing chronic disease rates. 
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Statewide Cardiac Services Plan  

Funds for the Heart Foundation to develop the Statewide Cardiac Services Plan, in 

consultation with the Cardiac Clinical Advisory Group. This funding also includes delivering 

heart health information to people who have had a heart event.  

Food and Nutrition Coalition  

Establishing a Food and Nutrition Coalition of government to address household food 

insecurity in Tasmania. The Coalition will be made up of government and non-government 

health and bodies, UTAS, schools, neighbourhood houses, as well as agriculture and industry 

partners. 

Rethinking Mental Health  

We will provide annual funding for a program that promotes individual resilience and 

community support for people with mental ill-health, and provides continuity for workforce 

participation. 

TasCAHRD  

Funding for TasCAHRD to deliver a variety of projects, such as education and early 

intervention programs. This allocation also includes funding for associated additional 

staffing costs.  

Ride2School  

Further rollout of the Ride2School program that assists students to contribute to 60 minutes 

per day of physical activity, making students more focused and ready to learn.  

Active Launceston  

Restoration of funds to Active Launceston, a community collaboration which engages the 

community through physical activity. 

Glenorchy on the Go  

Restoration of Glenorchy on the Go, a preventative health program which engaged the 

community through physical activity.  

Needle and Syringe Program  

Additional needle and syringe program outlets, focusing in particular on rural areas. This 

would include primary outlets, 15 secondary outlets, and 40 pharmacy outlets. 

A Safer Festival Experience  

Two FTEs and safe pill testing equipment available at major events around Tasmania, as 

well as for use by certified community sector agencies in between events.  

Comprehensive Tobacco Control Program 

Development of a comprehensive tobacco control program to tackle smoking, the single 

largest cause of preventable death and disease in Australia. 
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Sugar Strategy  

Restriction of the supply of high-sugar drinks and food across all public venues such as 

schools, hospitals, health facilities, and government offices, and a sponsorship ban on 

government-funded events.  

This will be accompanied by a public information campaign about the relationship between 

sugar, obesity and ill health. 

Community Sector Skills Fund  

Specialist support for community sector organisations, such as accounting, legal, business 

modelling, and marketing, to help the sector secure funding and longevity into the future.  

Creating Resilient Young Tasmanians 

Funding for specific community-based programs to tackle youth suicide through early 

intervention and capacity building, creating personal resilience and reducing risk taking 

behaviours.  

LGBTI Suicide Prevention Program  

Restoration of the LGBTI Suicide Prevention Program that was cut by the Hodgman 

Government.  

Community Wellbeing Grants  

A grant pool for programs that deliver positive health and wellbeing, and prioritises place-

based health and wellbeing initiatives, to capitalise on the role communities can play in 

improving health outcomes.  
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Chapter 5  

SECURE AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

 

Tasmania is experiencing a housing availability and affordability crisis. 

We will invest $183.04 Million into addressing the lack of affordable housing and 

shortage of available properties in the private rental market. 

Secure Affordable Housing 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 Total 

Stamp Duty Exemption for First Home Buyers 9.09 9.13 9.35 9.47 37.04 

Social and Affordable Housing 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 40.00 

Land Acquisition Fund 7.50 7.50 7.50 7.50 30.00 

Urban Renewal Authority 4.00 4.00 4.00 4.00 16.00 

Urban Renewal Infrastructure Fund 30.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 60.00 

Total 60.59 40.63 40.85 40.97 183.04 

 
Stamp Duty Exemption for First Home Buyers 

The Stamp Duty exemption for first home buyers will assist those purchasing their first 

home, and gives them a much needed edge over experienced investors.  

Social and Affordable Housing  

Ongoing funds for the supply of public housing to address previous lack of investment and 

skyrocketing waiting lists. The privatisation of land titles for public housing will also be 

abolished. 

Land Acquisition Fund 

A Fund to acquire land along strategic urban and transport corridors for the purposes of high 

density social housing. 

Urban Renewal Authority 

Establishment of a Statutory Authority within State Growth to co-ordinate public housing and 

incentivise high density private housing developments in strategic urban areas. 

Urban Renewal Infrastructure Fund 

A Fund administered by the Urban Renewal Authority to invest in public transport 

infrastructure, amenities, and recreation facilities in strategic urban areas and to incentivise 

investment in high density urban development.  
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 Chapter 6  

A FAIR TASMANIA 
 

Investment in social justice and community capacity building is essential. 

We will fund a $147.01 million package over four years to create a more just 

Tasmania. 

A Fair Tasmania 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 Total 

Phase out of Pokies in Pubs and Clubs  6.92 13.85 20.77 27.70 69.24 

EGM Retirement Fund 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 8.00 

Child Safety Salary Increase 6.39 6.51 6.64 6.78 26.32 

20 New Child Safety Officers 2.35 2.42 2.48 2.58 9.83 

Child Abuse Redress Scheme  1.25 1.25 1.25 1.25 5.00 

Hobart Cultural and Community Centre  2.00    2.00 

Supporting Neighbourhood Houses  0.61 0.61 0.61 0.61 2.44 

Developing Elder Abuse Legislation  0.05    0.05 

Women's AFL Business case  0.10    0.10 

Supporting Creative Industries  1.00 1.51 1.52 1.53 5.56 

Migrant Settlement Service  0.06 0.06 0.06 0.06 0.24 

Trauma informed care training officers 0.36 0.37 0.38 0.39 1.50 

Restore Community Sector Grants Indexation 
to 3% 

3.42 4.18 4.44 4.69 16.73 

Total 26.51 32.76 40.15 47.59 147.01 

 

Phase out Pokies in Pubs and Clubs 

Implementation of a pokies phase out, to reduce the number of machines as they come up 

for replacement or repair, because of the enormous social and economic harm caused. 

Pokies Retirement Fund  

Transition funding for pubs and clubs to move into healthier forms of recreation and 

entertainment. 

Child Safety Service Salary Increase 

Child Safety Services has challenges recruiting and retaining staff.  A 15% increase in their 

salary will help assist in overcoming these issues. 

Child Safety Service Staff  

Funding for 10 new Child Safety Officers to better protect at-risk children. 
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Child Abuse Redress Scheme 

The State’s contribution to the Child Abuse Redress Scheme, in response to the Royal 

Commission’s recommendation on compensating past victims of abuse in institutionalised 

settings.  

Hobart Cultural Communities Centre  

Construction of a Cultural Communities Centre in Hobart’s Northern Suburbs, a shared 

space for diverse communities to gather in and share with the wider community. 

More Support for Neighbourhood Houses 

Recurrent Funding for Phoenix House on King Island, and increased funding to 

Neighbourhood Houses across Tasmania.  

Elder Abuse Legislation  

Continued funding to the State’s first Elder Abuse Prevention Strategy, established under the 

former Labor Green Government. We will strengthen the Strategy with the development of 

elder abuse specific legislation to ensure the seriousness of elder abuse and neglect is 

reflected in strong laws to prevent these crimes. 

A Tasmanian Women’s AFL Team 

Funds for a business case for a State team in the AFLW, to make the AFL a truly national 

game and promote gender equality and participation in women’s sport.  

Supporting Creative Industries  

Skills development and practical support for individuals and organisations to expand 

audiences, and build on organisational and venture success within the creative industries.  

Migrant Settlement Services 

A Statewide collaborative service to help migrants and former humanitarian entrants with 

settlement and employment challenges. This will include assistance to a peak body to act as 

an intermediary between existing services, and in an advisory capacity. 

Trauma Informed Care Training Officers  

Three officers in the Department of Education to provide trauma care training to teachers in 

our schools to help students from traumatic backgrounds.  

Restore Community Sector Indexation  

The Greens Alternative Budget will increase indexation to 3% and allocates $16.73 million 

across the forward estimates to fund the indexation increase the sector needs to continue 

its outstanding, important work in the community.  
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Chapter 7  

REINVESTING IN REGIONS 

 

Successive governments in Tasmania have only turned their attentions towards 

regions after a crisis occurs, and have invested little into forward planning to 

create resilient regional communities. 

We will invest $114.14 million into a regional reinvestment package which 

ensures Tasmanian communities can draw on Government funding to shape their 

own future. 

Reinvesting in Regions 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 Total 

Local Area Strategic Development Unit 1.80 1.83 1.87 1.91 7.41 

LEAD Budgets  0.50 0.51 0.52 1.53 

Regional Reinvestment Fund   50.00 50.00 100.00 

Heritage Rail  0.50 0.63 0.41 0.41 1.95 

East Coast Cruise Ship Feasibility Study 0.25    0.25 

Organic Dairy Business Case  0.10    0.10 

Local Procurement 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.08 

Food Producers Network  0.20 0.20 0.21 0.21 0.82 

Water Innovation Grants  0.50 0.50 0.50 0.50 2.00 

Total 3.37 3.68 53.52 53.57 114.14 

 

Local Area Strategic Development Unit 

Establishment of a Local Area Strategic Development Unit in the Department of State Growth 

to coordinate, facilitate and provide expert advice to Local Economic Area Development 

(LEAD) groups and government as well as to assess funding applications from LEAD groups.  

Local Economic Area Development Groups  

Local economic area development (LEAD) groups will be established, made up of key 

community and industry leaders in the region, as well as local government, training 

institutions, government agencies and community groups.  

LEAD groups will identify key sectors, expansion opportunities, promote innovation and 

diversification, and develop employment and industry clusters.  They will also measure 

progress, adapt plans as obstacles arise, advocate and identify economic shocks before 

they occur. 
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Regional Reinvestment Fund 

We will establish a rolling fund in order to finance investment proposals and strategies 

identified by LEAD groups. 

Heritage Rail 

A competitive grants program to support upgrades and promotional material, to support the 

valuable work of heritage rail organisations in maintaining Tasmania’s railway collection, 

and the importance of these tourism assets. 

East Coast Cruise Ship Study 

Funding to extend the economic benefits of cruise ship visitation to regional Tasmania, 

specifically East Coast destinations such as Triabunna and Swansea,  instead of ships 

berthing in the sensitive and pristine Freycinet National Park.  

Organic Dairy Business Case  

Development of a business case for dairy farmers to transition to organic and whether they 

will reap a higher price from a more competitive product, as the price of  milk drops and 

associated economic hardships are felt. 

Positive Local Procurement 

Tasmanian Government agencies will be required to purchase locally sourced produce in 

order to support the Tasmanian agriculture sector.  

Food Producers Network 

Funding for fresh food networks and food hubs in regional centres, to combat “Food 

Deserts” in Tasmania, where there is lack of opportunity in some low SES and remote 

communities for a healthy balanced diet, as highlighted by the Tasmanian Local Food Supply 

Project. 

Water Innovation Grants   

Water Innovation Grants Fund to deliver water savings in the agricultural and industrial 

sectors transparently and fairly, administered by the Department of Primary Industries Parks 

Water and the Environment.   
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Chapter 8  

DRIVING SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT  
 

Tasmanians, as well as the State’s clean green brand, will benefit from a diverse 

and low-emissions sustainable transport system. 

We will invest $46.5 million over four years into a sustainable transport package 

which will deliver projects that improve Tasmanian productivity, quality of life, 

and our carbon footprint. 

Driving Sustainable Transport  2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 Total 

Hobart Light Rail  

 

4.00 8.00 8.00 20.00 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Infrastructure  5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 20.00 

Derwent River Ferry Feasibility study  2.00 

   

2.00 

Green Fleet  0.50 0.50 0.50 0.50 2.00 

Electric Charging Network  0.25 0.25 

  

0.50 

Electric Registration  0.10 0.20 0.30 0.50 1.10 

Electric Futures  0.30 0.30 0.30 

 

0.90 

Total 8.15 10.25 14.10 14.00 46.50 

 

Hobart Light Rail 

Funding the State’s contribution of Hobart Light Rail from the waterfront to Brighton will ease 

traffic congestion, lower transport costs and reduce emissions, as part of an integrated public 

transport access strategy. 

Pedestrian and Bicycle Infrastructure  

A 50/50 funding partnership with Local Government for pedestrian and bicycle friendly 

projects to create healthier communities, such as expansion of walking tracks, bike lanes and 

other infrastructure.  

Derwent River Ferry Project  

A feasibility study for a network of ferries on the River Derwent to transport both commuters 

and visitors to sites around Hobart. 

Green Fleet  

Electrification of the government fleet, with additional funding for electric vehicles as old 

vehicles are retired and new fleet vehicles are purchased. 
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Electric Charging Network 

Establish a strategically placed, fast charging network along Tasmania’s major arterial routes 

to help the community transition to electric vehicles. Most electric vehicle charging occurs at 

the vehicle home or fleet base, with longer journeys requiring charging stations.  

Electric Registration  

Exemption from the registration fee and motor vehicle tax for electric vehicle owners on their 

vehicle registration to promote private investment in electric vehicles. 

Electric Futures 

Investment in improved regulation to facilitate electric vehicle uptake and exploration of bulk 

purchasing opportunities for government, local councils, government businesses, as well as 

private fleets. 
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Chapter 9  

COST OF LIVING RELIEF 

Developing local food systems can be a powerful way to enshrine food security in 

communities. Local food supply networks will improve health outcomes as well 

as underpin financial viability for small producers. 

We will invest $25.36 million into food security and innovation, ensuring that all 

Tasmanians have access to fresh produce, as well as encouraging innovation and 

minimising waste. 

Cost of Living Relief 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 Total 

Community Solar 0.50 0.50 0.50 0.50 2.00 

Energy Efficiency For Small Business 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 4.00 

Energy Efficiency For Homes 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 8.00 

Domestic Water Storage and Efficiency Grants 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 4.00 

Produce to the People 0.10 0.10 0.10 0.10 0.40 

Food Hub and Community Garden Fund  1.25 1.25 1.25 1.25 5.00 

Reducing Waste in Produce 0.66 0.39 0.43 0.48 1.96 

Total 6.51 6.24 6.28 6.33 25.36 

 

Community Solar Farms 

Households who can’t usually access solar, due to cost, rental tenancies or apartment living, 

will be given the opportunity to own or lease a share in a number of panels and the electricity 

these generate is credited to their electricity bill.  Annual grants for councils and community 

groups will be available to assist with the administrative costs of setting up solar farms. 

Energy Efficiency Upgrades 

Continued investment in energy efficiency upgrades to low income households, community 

groups and small business, as were delivered under the Labor Green Government. 

Domestic Water Storage and Efficiency Grants 

Grants for rainwater tanks and water efficiency products such as showerheads, taps, 

washing machines. 

Produce to the People  

Additional funding to Produce to the People to provide North West Tasmanians in need with 

fresh fruit and vegetables. 
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Food Hub and Community Garden Fund 

Grants to schools and community groups to establish or expand community and school 

gardens, so they can benefit from the improved mental and physical health, and a closer 

connection to community.   

Reducing Waste in Produce 

Three refrigerated trucks to operate throughout the State transporting food which would be 

otherwise wasted to organisations such as SecondBite, to tackle the large quantity of food 

wasted due to a lack of mechanisms to transport unsold produce.   
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Chapter 10  

ENERGISING TASMANIA 
 

Tasmania has the capacity to be 100% renewable and to supply energy to the 

mainland. If we invest now, all Tasmanians can reap significant rewards. 

We will invest $80.11 million over four years to implement our renewable energy 

strategy for Tasmania. 

Energising Tasmania 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 Total 

RenewTas  0.50 1.00 1.50 1.00 4.00 

Large Scale Renewables  1.82 5.52 17.87 25.21 

A Fair Feed-in-Tariff  0.09 0.33 0.56 0.80 1.78 

Solar for all Tasmanians  4.93 3.85 3.00 2.34 14.12 

A Smarter Electricity Grid  1.00 5.00 10.00 15.00 31.00 

Skills for a Renewable Island 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 4.00 

Total 7.52 13.00 21.58 38.01 80.11 

 

RenewTas 

RenewTas is an independent statutory authority that will be responsible for managing the 

transition to being 100% renewable and a net exporter of renewable electricity by 2022.  

Larger Scale Renewables 

RenewTas will coordinate and deliver two reverse auctions for medium to large-scale 

renewable energy projects. This will deliver 730MW of new renewable energy, producing 

enough electricity to power 435,761 homes, securing Tasmania’s supply, attracting 

businesses, and exporting surplus over Basslink.   

A Fair Feed-in-Tariff 

Implementation of a fair feed-in-tariff (18c/mwh) will give households a fair price for the 

solar electricity they generate. It will also boost the solar industry, create jobs and improve 

energy security. 

Solar for All Tasmanians 

Solar panel installation for low income households with a combined income of under 

$40,000, which would be cost neutral in time, with the exception of administrative costs. 

Funds would be paid back through household electricity bill savings. 
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A Smarter Electricity Grid 

Smart Grid technology will modernise the grid, increase renewable generation, reduce 

operating costs and avoid unnecessary capital works. It will give customers choice, improve 

network reliability, and avoid the need for ‘gold plating’ of the network.  

Skills for a Renewable Future 

The investment in UTAS and TasTAFE to develop the tertiary and vocational skills to meet 

the demands of the jobs rich renewable energy transition will skill young Tasmanians to take 

up the opportunities of the expansion in renewable energy generation. 
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Chapter 11  

PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT 
 

Successive Governments have neglected their responsibility towards the 

environment and have not understood that continued unchecked exploitation will 

lead to environmental and economic collapse. 

We will invest $66.14 million into ensuring Tasmania operates in an 

environmentally responsible manner. 

Protecting the Environment 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 Total 

Tasmanian Forest Futures 1.25 1.25   2.50 

Restoration of Funding to PWS  0.90 1.71 1.73 1.76 6.10 

Restarting Marine Protected Areas  0.50 0.50 0.50 0.50 2.00 

Water Resource Assessment  2.21 2.27 2.33 2.39 9.20 

Environmental Defenders Office  0.20 0.20 0.20 0.20 0.80 

EPA Funding 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 20.00 

Abalone Independent Review 0.75    0.75 

Blessington Wombat Underpass Trial 0.20    0.20 

Waste Management  3.15 3.30 7.04 7.20 20.69 

Threatened Species Management Plans  0.24 0.25 0.25 0.26 1.00 

Sea Urchin Barren Survey  0.15    0.15 

Tarkine Tracks Rehabilitation  1.50    1.50 

Restore Lake Pedder 0.25 1.00   1.25 

Total  16.30 15.48 17.05 17.31 66.14 

 

 

Tasmanian Forest Futures 

Project to fund the protection of 356 000 hectares of high conservation value forests set 

aside under the previous government, including management, recreational uses and 

progressing future monetisation of forest carbon projects on global carbon markets. 

Restoration of Funding to Parks  

15 more Parks’ rangers in our world class reserves and the Tasmanian Wilderness World 

Heritage Area (TWWHA), to restore funding to the Parks and Wildlife Service. 
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Restarting Marine Protected Areas 

Implementation of the existing Marine Protected Areas Strategy, in consultation with 

stakeholders and a comprehensive assessment into Tasmanian marine bioregions, in 

reflection that the need for a comprehensive system of no-take marine protected areas 

(MPAs) has never been greater.  

Water Resource Assessment 

Funding to undertake a comprehensive statewide assessment of water resources, 

environmental flows and water quality; and to reinstate water quality testing formerly 

undertaken by DPIPWE 

Environmental Defenders Office  

Restoration of the Environmental Defenders Office funding to protect community rights, the 

environment and to reduce the burden on our planning and legal systems.  

EPA  

Additional resourcing allocated to the Environment Protection Authority (EPA) via an 

industry levy to ensure industry sectors that impact on Tasmania's environment are 

appropriately monitored and subject to a comprehensive compliance framework. 

Abalone Independent Review 

An independent review into the abalone industry because stocks are in decline as a result of 

climate change, marine pests and overfishing. The review will provide advice on the changes 

needed to ensure that the industry is sustainable and fairly distributes profits.  

Wombat Underpass Trial  

Funding for the trial of an underpass for wombats, currently under threat of localised 

extinction because of wombat mange, in Blessington. The underpass hopes to remove the 

further threat of being hit by vehicles.  

Waste Management 

Implementation of a $10 per tonne waste levy, which will be allocated to programs that 

improve resource recovery and create employment in the area, and help Local Government 

manage landfill for the future.  

Threatened Species Management Plans   

Funding to update recovery plans for the 640 plants and animals listed as rare, vulnerable or 

threatened in Tasmania, nearly half which plans are out of date. The Recovery Plans will 

include targets and performance measures for individual plants and animals. 

Sea Urchin Barren Survey 

Funding for an updated urchin barren survey, as the last survey of urchin impacts on the 

marine environment is over fifteen years old. This will assist policy decisions about rock 

lobster fisheries, the only predator for the destructive Centrostephanus urchin. 
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Tarkine Tracks Rehabilitation   

Rehabilitation of the globally significant cultural heritage that has been damaged by 

irresponsible off-road vehicle users on tracks and in other natural areas in the Tarkine, 

described by CNN as the ‘World’s #1 Wilderness’.  

Restore Lake Pedder 

Funding for a feasibility study into restoration of Lake Pedder and opportunities for leading 

edge environmental remediation and may become a template for other large scale 

environmental recovery operations.  
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Chapter 12  

A JUST TASMANIA 
 

The Liberal Government has ignored expert advice and evidence in their 

interference in the justice system, focusing on adopted populist justice policies 

rather than protecting people from crime. 

We will invest $65.45 million into a fair and effective justice system which 

focuses on evidence based policies that are cost effective and make 

communities safer. 

A Just Tasmania 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 Total 

Alcohol and Drug Court 0.7 0.72 0.74 0.77 2.93 

Expand Court Mandated Diversion  2.40 2.40 2.40 2.40 9.60 

Reintegration of Ex-Offenders Program  0.40 0.40 0.40 0.40 1.60 

Prisoner Education  0.32 0.33 0.33 0.34 1.32 

Alternative to Ashley Facility 40.00    40.00 

Alternative to Ashley costs  4.00 4.00 2.00 10.00 

Total 43.57 7.60 7.62 5.66 65.45 

 

 

 

Alcohol and Drug Court 

Establishment of a specialized alcohol and drug court which would ease the load on the 

courts and corrections system, as well as allow for offenders to access drug treatment 

orders and other sentencing alternatives.  

Expand Court Mandated Diversion  

Expansion of the Court Mandated Diversion program to meet current demand, as Drug 

Treatment Orders are currently capped at 80 participants. Funding will also be provided to 

meet demand for expansion to alcohol-related crimes, and in the Supreme Court 

Re-integration of Ex-Offenders Program 

Restoration of funds to the Re-integration of Ex-Offenders program that provides support to 

ex-prisoners to find a secure, affordable home when they are released. This includes an 

allocation of additional funds to reflect the increased prison population under the Liberals.   
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Prisoner Education  

Funding for an extra 1.5 FTEs to run general literacy and numeracy education in the prison, 

and an additional 1.5 FTEs to run vocational education programs, which helps prepare ex-

offenders when they make the difficult transition back into the community, with 

qualifications.  

Alternative to Ashley  

Adaption of the highly successful model from the Missouri Model, which focuses on a 

therapeutic alternative to punitive incarceration models, replacing the  Ashley Youth 

Detention Centre model, which is antiquated and has a history of violence, bullying, 

harassment and intimidation.  
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Chapter 13  

RESTORING ACCOUNTABILITY  
 

Accountability and probity have languished under the current Liberal Government. 

We will invest $24.76 million into accountability and probity ensuring that 

Governments can be held to account by Tasmanians. 

Restoring Accountability  2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 Total 

Restoration of House of Assembly  2.09 2.09 2.09 2.09 8.36 

Office of the Ombudsman  0.20 0.20 0.21 0.22 0.83 

Community Services Commissioner  1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 4.00 

Integrity Commission  0.74 0.74 0.75 0.76 2.99 

Anti-Discrimination Commission  0.09 0.09 0.10 0.10 0.38 

Commissioner for Animal Welfare 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 8.00 

Animal Welfare Reform 0.20     

Total 6.32 6.12 6.15 6.17 24.76 

 

 

Restoration of House of Assembly  

Restoration of the Tasmanian Parliament to its original and intended size, be truly 

representative of the voters’ will, improve the quality of Ministers and of Parliamentary 

debate and expand the limited talent pool to choose Ministers from.  

Office of the Ombudsman   

Appropriate funding to the Office of the Ombudsman, that guarantees transparency and 

accountability in government.  

Community Services Commissioner 

Establish an office of the Community Services Commissioner, as more services are being 

outsourced to community service providers, to address the growing need for oversight.   

Integrity Commission  

Additional funding for the Integrity Commission, as the Liberals’ cuts have seriously 

compromised its investigative capacity, as well as its misconduct prevention program.   
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Anti-Discrimination Commissioner 

Restoration of funding to the Equal Opportunity Tasmania, so it can work more closely with 

the community and foster a society free of discrimination, prejudice and bias, as all 

Tasmanians are entitled to respect, dignity and appreciation for their contributions to 

society.  

Commissioner for Animal Welfare  

Establish a Commissioner of Animal Welfare, who will have investigative capacity and will 

facilitate community education to prevent animal abuse and reduce the burden on 

inspectorate services, who are over-stretched. 

Animal Welfare Reforms 

Banning of battery hens, greyhound racing, and fully implementing the recommendations 

from the 2013 review of the Animal Welfare Act.   
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Chapter 14  

REVENUE AND SAVINGS 
 

Liberal policy has focused on window dressing, Band-Aid fixes, and attempts to revive unsustainable, 

declining industries. 

The Greens’ Alternative Budget will deliver long term, evidence based policies and will be balanced by 

$1003.34 million in reallocation of Hogdman Government priorities and various revenue measures. 

 

Revenue and Savings 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 Total 

Waste Levy  3.15 3.30 7.04 7.20 20.69 

Environmental Impact Levy 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 20.00 

High Emissions Vehicle Levy  2.88 5.91 8.94 11.97 29.70 

Introduce Casino CSL 3.16 3.16 3.16 3.16 12.64 

Large Scale Generation Certificates  0.00 14.58 31.27 120.63 166.48 

Court Mandated Diversion Savings 4.62 4.62 4.62 4.62 18.48 

Remove subsidies to TasRacing 30.00 30.00 30.00 30.00 120.00 

Office of Racing Integrity 4.35 4.44 4.52 4.54 17.85 

Wind up Forestry Tasmania  2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 8.00 

Mineral Resources funding reduction 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.00 8.00 

2% reduction in supplies, advertising and coms 22.12 21.91 21.75 21.81 87.59 

Abolish office of coordinator general 2.73 2.73 2.73 2.73 10.92 

Reduction in consultancies (20%) 5.26 5.31 5.36 5.42 21.35 

defund Industry and Business Development grants 61.64 40.63 28.47 26.64 157.38 

Suspend phase 4 police recruitment 3.32 3.32 3.32 3.32 13.28 

Hawks sponsorship deal 4.00 4.20 4.20 4.20 16.60 

Forest Policy and Reform 1.50 1.52 1.53 1.55 6.10 

V8 Supercars Sponsorship  0.83 0.83 0.83 0.83 3.32 

Needle and Syringe Program (Savings) 0.00 0.40 0.56 0.70 1.66 

Employment Policy Unit Reallocation 0.55 0.56 0.58 0.59 2.28 

State Growth Infrastructure Output reallocation 1.80 2.33 2.38 2.43 8.94 

Geoscience Initiative Program 0.35 0.35 0.35 0.35 1.40 

Roads 20.00 20.00 20.00 20.00 80.00 

Transfer Skills Tasmania funding to skills projects 15.00 15.00 15.00 15.00 60.00 

First Home Builders Grant 13.44 7.08 3.48 3.48 27.48 

Payroll Tax Rebates 2.80 6.80 5.70 1.80 17.10 

Apprentice and trainee Grants 1.00 1.00   2.00 

Infrastructure Tasmania 0.80 0.80 0.80 0.80 3.20 

TasWater Takeover 0.60 20.30 20.00 20.00 60.90 

Total 214.90 230.08 235.59 322.77 1003.34 
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Waste Levy  

Implementing a $10 per tonne waste levy will provide funds towards programs to improve 

resource recovery, create jobs in the area and help Councils manage landfill for the future. 

Environmental Impact Levy 

A levy on industries regulated by the EPA to assist with the EPA’s current under-resourcing, 

and will be set based on extensive consultation with those industries.  

High Emissions Vehicle Levy  

Implementation of a $200 registration levy payable on any new high emissions vehicles 

purchased after 1 July 2017, as well as currently owned 8 and above cylinder vehicles 

because of their contribution towards climate change.  

Introduce a Casino Community Support Levy 

Require casinos to contribute to the Community Support Fund, as they have an unjustified 

exemption from the Community Support Levy.  

Large Scale Generation Certificates  

Successful renewable energy projects will provide Large-scale Generation Certificates to 

RenewTas who can on-sell them. 

Court Mandated Diversion Savings 

Court Mandated Diversions will save significant costs in the corrections system. 

Ending TasRacing Subsidies  

Ending subsidies to TasRacing will provide $30 million per year, because it is unjustifiable to 

subsidise an entertainment industry which inflicts cruelty on animals, and is only able to 

raise $10 million of its own revenue.  

Office of Racing Integrity 

Functions of the Office of Racing Integrity will be transferred to the Office of the 

Commissioner for Animal Welfare. 

Wind Up Forestry Tasmania  

Forestry Tasmania will be wound up and responsibilities transferred to Government 

Agencies, at a saving to the taxpayer. 

Mineral Resources Funding Reduction 

Reduction in the industry support functions of Mineral Resources in State Growth. Part of 

this would be offset by the work of LEAD groups and the Local Area Strategic Development 

Unit. 
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2% Reduction of Supplies, Advertising and Communications  

Implementation of efficient and modern communications’ practices, commencing a 

reduction in supplies and consumables and reduction of government advertising to a public 

need basis only. 

Office of Coordinator-General 

The Office of the Coordinator-General, who has facilitated many projects contrary to the 

community interest and without any due process, will be abolished. 

Reduction in Consultancies  

Reduction of consultancy expenditure by 20%, and restoration of in-house expertise in 

agencies to reduce our reliance on consultancies.  

Tourism Tasmania Funding Reduction 

Reduction of the significant Tourism Tasmania expenditure, in order to fund vital services. 

Defund Industry and Business Subsidies  

Cease providing grants for private business expansions, as these will be replaced by our 

more focused Reinvesting in Regions policy. 

Suspend Phase 4 Police Recruitment 

Suspension of Phase 4 of police recruitment, as Tasmania is one of the safest States in the 

country, while many of our other services are more strained and must take priority. 

Hawthorn Sponsorship Deal  

Funding to Hawthorn Football Club will be cut, and instead government will advocate for a 

Tasmanian AFL team. 

Forest Policy and Reform 

Axe the Liberals’ forestry agenda, and all associated tax payer funds. 

V8 Supercars Sponsorship  

Discontinue V8 Supercar Sponsorship, as public funding should not be allocated to 

emissions intensive recreation. 

Needle and Syringe Program Savings 

The needle and syringe program will deliver savings to the health budget, allowing 

reallocation of funding into additional hospital beds. 

Employment Policy Unit Reallocation  

Department of Premier and Cabinet will reallocate their budget in order to fund half of the 

new Employment Policy Unit. 
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State Growth Infrastructure Output Reallocation 

The Department of State Growth will contribute towards the new Local Area Strategic 

Development Unit from the Infrastructure output. 

Geoscience Initiative Program  

Defunding of the Liberal Government’s Geoscience Initiative Program. 

Roads 

A reduction in the Liberals’ spending on roads. Funding from the Regional Reinvestment 

Fund may be used to fund important regional road projects in a more strategic way. 

Transfer Skills Tasmania Funding to Skills Projects  

Skills Tasmania will contribute some of its budget towards our Youth Employment Strategy. 

First Home Builders Grants 

The First Home Builder’s Grants will be replaced with the First Home Buyer’s exemption on 

stamp duty. 

Payroll Tax Rebates 

Payroll tax rebates will be replaced by the Youth Employment Strategy. 

Grants for Apprentices and Trainees 

Grants for apprentices and trainees will be replaced by the Youth Employment Strategy. 

Infrastructure Tasmania 

Infrastructure Tasmania will be cut as it has failed to deliver on securing Commonwealth 

funding. 

TasWater Takeover 

The case for the takeover has not been made. Budgeted funds will be redirected to 

Launceston’s Water and Sewerage upgrades. 
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Chapter 15  

GREENS' BUDGET OUTCOME 

 
Net Operating Balance  2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 

Liberals 54.3 50.70 51.30 45.30 

Greens 84.39 59.82 35.79 70.78 

 
Underlying Net Operating Balance  2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 

Liberals -95.80 -22.40 -8.70 -14.70 

Greens -65.71 -13.28 -24.21 10.78 

 
Fiscal Balance  2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 

Liberals -253.90 229.20 2.80 71.10 

Greens -307.76 191.17 -90.31 18.98 

 
Consolidated Fund Outcome  2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 

Liberals -161.50 -201.30 -24.40 96.80 

Greens -215.36 -293.19 -209.40 -140.32 

 
The Greens’ Alternative Budget stabilises recurrent expenditure relative to revenue by focusing in on 

critical services, delivering a positive Underlying Net Operating Balance by 2020/21.  

Due to a stronger infrastructure investment, the Fiscal Balance and the Consolidate Fund Outcome will 

take longer to move into a positive position. 


