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Dear Ms White, 
 
I write on behalf of the Greens, out of great concern over the looming expiry of COVID-19 
emergency tenancy protections, to encourage Labor to take a stronger position on the need to 
extend these measures beyond 31 January.  
 
In acknowledgement of the ongoing social and economic distress caused by the pandemic, New 
South Wales, Victoria, Western Australia and the ACT have extended tenancy protections until 
the end of March.  With its already high poverty levels, the housing system in crisis pre-COVID-
19, and current vacancy rates the lowest in the country, there’s a compelling case for Tasmania 
to do the same. 
 
As you know, key community sector and tenant representatives have pleaded with the Premier 
not to abandon tenants into housing crisis during the pandemic. Yesterday, we wrote to Mr 
Gutwein in strong support of extending tenancy protections, but he has since stated the 
government has no intention to extend them further.   

 
This is a deeply worrying response. It demonstrates a lack of understanding of the potential 
social fallout if tenants are hit with rent increases or eviction two weeks from now. A copy of 
our letter to the Premier is attached for your reference. 
 
While there have been encouraging signs, I’m sure you will agree our economy is far from 
recovered to pre-pandemic levels. Nearly 50,000 Tasmanians are out of work, or don’t have 
enough work. And, the Morrison Government has, just a fortnight ago, cut income support 
again, pushing tens of thousands of Tasmanians further into financial hardship.  
 
Meanwhile, the housing market is still under intense pressure. Vacancy rates in Hobart are the 
lowest in the country, and many tenants are already facing significant hardship and stress. 
COVID-19 rental protections are the only thing standing between some tenants and potential 
homelessness.  It is a social imperative that the Premier change course. 
 
Today, I respectfully ask you to join social sector organisations and the Greens in calling for the 
Premier to extend rental protections. This is an urgent matter. If we stand united in opposition 



to his decision, and work to engage the community on this issue, there is still a good chance of 
the Premier reversing his decision and doing what is right by Tasmanian tenants.   
 
I look forward to your response.  
 
Kind regards 

 
Cassy O’Connor MP 
Leader Tasmanian Greens 
Member for Clark 
  
 


