
GREEN NEW DEAL

LUTRUWITA TASMANIA – A WILD STATE
BUILDING BACK GREENER & FAIRER: A GREEN NEW DEAL FOR LUTRUWITA/TASMANIA

BACKGROUND
lutruwita/Tasmania is a wild state. Wildness permeates 
almost every aspect of our identity, community, culture 
and industry. It dominates our landscape, underpins 
our brand, sustains our people and defines our sense of 
place.
lutruwita/Tasmania’s rare and grand wilderness areas 
are a relic of the supercontinent, Gondwana, shaped 
over millions of years by the forces of nature and 
countless generations by the hand of the palawa. 
The Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area meets 
seven of the ten criteria for listing on the UN World 
Heritage List and is the only property with the word 
‘wilderness’ in its name.
This island’s wilderness, wildness and national parks 
draw visitors from within the state, across the country 
and around the globe. They also underpin Tasmania’s 
clean, green, and natural brand, which gives our 
primary producers and export enterprises a critical 
edge in global markets.
As intact natural and cultural landscapes, lutruwita/
Tasmania’s national parks and other reserves 
protected under the Nature Conservation Act (2002), 
and private land covenanted under the Nature 
Conservation Act (2002), are precious environmental, 
cultural, social and economic jewels.

We will review the Tasmanian Reserve Estate to upgrade 
the reserve status of appropriate areas to National Park 
through the Nature Conservation Act 2002. This includes 
all areas of existing or proposed World Heritage listing.
We will amend the Nature Conservation Act (2002) to 
remove the provision for extractive industries, including 
special species rainforest logging and mining, in any form 
of reserve.
We will protect all 391,000 ha of FPPF land as a formal 
reserve under the Nature Conservation Act (2002).
We will establish a new reserve tenure under the nature 
Conservation Act to provide for the proclamation of 
Aboriginal-owned and managed national parks. 
We support the Aboriginal Land Council of Tasmania’s 
formal land return claim for kooparoona niara/Great 
Western Tiers to become an Aboriginal-owned and 
managed national park under this tenure when presented 
to Parliament later in 2021. This tenure could be replicated 
for similar returns of land to deliver a measure of land 
justice, cultural recognition and development, and to 
protect natural values.

Protecting our Reserve Estate

We will restore funding to the Private Land Conservation 
Program, including for incentives and outreach to farmers 
and other landowners in order to expand the important 
private land reserve estate.

Re-investing in Land Conservation

Investing in Environmental Care
We are deeply thankful for the work of volunteers assisting 
with management of Tasmania’s parks and reserves.
We will allocate increased funding of $250 000 per annum 
to support Wildcare, Coastcare and Landcare volunteers’ 
vital conservation work. 

Strengthening World Heritage Sites
We will strengthen the TWWHA Management plan by:

• Reinstating the prohibition on the development of 
huts in the Southwest National Park;

• Reinstating wilderness protection as an explicit, 
overarching management objective;

• Reinstating and extending the scope of the 
Wilderness Zone;

• Reviewing the road network, currently zoned 
‘recreation’ to establish which should be closed and 
rehabilitated, which remain open for apiary or other 
access and which are genuinely required for 
recreational purposes.

We will seek to achieve World Heritage recognition for 
areas outside the TWWHA, including the takayna/Tarkine, 
the Spero-Wanderer Wilderness (Southwest Conservation 
Area), The West Coast Range, the Vale River Catchment, 
Granite Tor Conservation Area and Recherche Bay.
The Tasmanian Greens do not support the proposal for a 
cable way accessing Dove Lake at Cradle Mountain, nor do 
we support the kind of high impact, mass tourism Parks 
infrastructure being constructed at Dove Lake becoming a 
model for other protected areas.

Department of Environment
We will establish a stand-alone Environment Department, 
overseen by a Minister for the Environment, with 
responsibility for Parks and reserve management, and 
environmental protection. 
We will increase funding for the Parks and Wildlife Services 
land and ecosystem management activities to employ an 
additional 15 FTE Parks rangers, and 15 FTE field officers 
to maintain tracks in our iconic parks.

We will revoke the Cable Car (kunanyi/Mt Wellington) 
Facilitation Act (2017).
We will initiate a process to scope and develop a proposal 
for National heritage listing of kunanyi/Mt Wellington.

kunanyi/Mt Wellington 
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We will invest $3 million per year for 30 rapid response, 
remote area firefighters in our Parks Service to ensure that 
values in Tasmania’s parks and reserves are better 
protected in a warming climate.
We will also fund staffing for the remote area firefighter 
volunteer training.

We will abolish the secretive EOI process and replace it 
with a regenerative tourism licencing process. This will be 
an open and transparent process and allow for public 
input.
We will ensure a statutory replacement for the Reserve 
Activity Assessment process that enshrines a rigorous and 
independent assessment and includes guaranteed 
community involvement and third-party rights of appeal.
We will limit infrastructure in existing formal reserves to 
sensitively designed and constructed public infrastructure 
that protects and enhances the values of our reserves. 
We will not permit any further privatisation of public 
protected areas.
We will initiate an audit of tourism opportunities across all 
areas of new, formal conservation reserves proclaimed 
under the Nature Conservation Act (2002), with the view of 
zoning appropriate areas as tourism zones, concurrent 
with the conservation process that proclaims them.

Regenerative Tourism Licence Process

Biosecurity and Invasive Species Eradication
We will declare deer a pest species and set eradication as 
the management objective in the TWWHA and other 
relevant reserve management plans.
We will ban recreational hunting in Tasmania’s formal 
reserve estate and instead initiate a professional program 
of eradication in Tasmania’s reserves.
We will develop and fund, through Biosecurity Tasmania 
and the Parks and Wildlife Service, an Invasive Species 
Eradication Plan for Tasmania’s reserves. In addition to 
deer, species such as cats, sea urchins, gorse, sea spurge, 
and others, will be targeted by the program.
We will ensure the Parks and Wildlife Service maintains 
monitoring and programs to prevent the spread of 
Phytophthora, chytrid and other destructive processes.

Remote Area Firefighters

The Tasmanian Greens acknowledge and pay respect to 
the palawa/pakana people as the original owners and 
ongoing custodians of lutruwita/Tasmania. We are 
committed to Truth, Treaty, Justice, and the return of 
lands. 




